
ERNEST RENAN.

A SMALL VOLU.M- OP HKM1NISCEXCES.

InM KENAN. In Memoriam. Hy tue Hlghl
ll ii. ftlr Moantstaart E. Ursal Du,r. c.. c. tr*, l,

1 ¦'. lt. g, Pp. 390. Macmillan ,1 CB,
"" Lrni'st Kenan was lotul of dwelling Bg tf*t

fact that .11 lum, |..r tli- first tim", BMW* generg
tinits nf hur*iH<» ami unlettered, but not. BBglltcd,
people found at lem-th I void* and an \SMtVttttt*
Tem is, perbapa, ti"* bomt si.niiicant sentance in

tho hook .hov- sited. For Ike baa*. I*.**-'"1 «¦» ¦>

a Heg-raph* of Um man who is its lleflaa, would be
lilli." short af utoK"-.""*' N « B compromise Ix*-

tv.,.'.i P".-.,i.il rcminisc-nce ami litoiary review,
ami its raina Ure in Ibe rael that it is n eontrl
h'ltii.ii by aa iMpartaal witness, a man of tin*

warks, tu Ike Material f»r b biography that abon] I

gg writton.
But th.- sentence quoted ll worthy of study.

It BlBltKSB a sentiment which Be*.. to have
been habitual with J.'cniui, and y. t on<> to which
not oven be, much lose, his i Imiri'is. gave its full
vallie. No man was Beare tketaagalv gaimealad
with tin* scientific Kpitit thin Kenan, bat lie
dwelt upon a fact in which lay the germ of a

satisfactory theory of his tendencies ns a mun cf

j;'*ni ma, without attempting-ge far as om* can t«*l!
from thc evidence in hand.to work out thi* preb*
lom. The Ikangkl was for him a source of

legitimate pride, a flash of justilial'lo, nay Braile
worthy egotism j it furnished a reason moro licitly
adrv-uate* thtrn ra"'o literary achievement for tin*

position in t)io world to which he had attained.
lint it is not sine that lu* ever considered how

kflfiBBlMe hi* viawa of ike subject .a hi* treated
would have lieon to a 'ii.in without his ant.*.
dont*. Ile was the toko »f B rac** that lind long
Ikt-ii dumb. But it must lie rieir that th-*
voice was 'lilt of a i'i-rsi,na'ity breeder and BBOre

complex than tho individual man. That is lo
gay, tho "Hhiatf ol tho 1'oopie of Israel" could
never have been written hy any man who wns not
g Oil, and more narrowly, fl Breton. iBMBB's
experienco a* a youth is of Uanaeeodaal import-
anon in accounting foi the substance of his
thought. His k,ter learning m-r-ly explains thc
means hy which that tkanghl abtalaed expres¬
sion. There have bis-n tunny Oriental scholars in
Europe*, tho pupils' of St. Nicolis du l.'ha*idonet,
of tho Seminary of Issy, of Saint Sulpie,*, were not
few. The environment af these was practically
tho -.ame. rietumably, Ita_M should have* lieen
moulded like the rest to tin* traditions of which
lilts education nuif? larsiolv have ((insisted How
did it happen, ttien, that lie ensjrged ft om all thia
systematic tralnlag eapabhs of taking- a view ol
nntiiiue things and of aatlqae BBB true, if not to

histoiy, to Um most vita] facts af human natara t
For he wu* not exceptional nor eccentric in his
learning. His theoriesrms hy.no means ia avery
BUBB highly Brig.Ma, Others lorn* before him. foi
exampli*, had explained the Son*; ol Songs ats l

wi-dding drama. Die touch af originality in his
g&planatioa of that carlow parn araa tim su.-ees-
tion that it i xpr* as'*!i tin* hain-d af the rusti,
Borthem laraellt a agaiaat the culture and luxury
of Sn!,,mon. The hint is one |hgl gives life anti viv¬
idness and modern hum,Ul interest, not only to the
|ioeni itself, hut ti, evegjthing that has been
written about it. One need uot BOBepI the opinion
as historically concct to feel how true it Ls lo tko
uiiiv.*it»il babita ni humanity.

A- a i cit, Kenan was heir to a primitivism that
might have shaken bands with primeval Ism.*!,
n primitivism which has yieHed only inch hy inch
to encroaching civilization. He could therefore
colina nearer than most people to thinking the
thoujihts of cally man. Other men of great
learning, as a nile, have been environed from
childhood by an artificial culture. They can
Only pet down to the di*eper, more natural lif.*
ol man by au . start, and the effort is olten
vrofully unaiircessful. Ik-nan hail no need to
divc-t himself of artilieiality. He wa;- horn naked.
Most of us arc horn with a kegitagB of tradition
that hinds our natural perceptions like a mummy -

clotli. Intimate as he was hy his own nature
with the legendary spirit and with primitive
superstition, the (question is how'he esca|*ed be¬
ing dominated hy it. There are those* who will
find tm easy explanation in what thc author of
this book soys respecting Kenan's parentage
"His lather came ot a rac- which hail hoon giwn
for generations to the lafe ol the sea. Hr owned
a famuli vessel, and BBpperted his family by his
industry, but he was a Breton of the lintons,
full of their dreamy, unpractical fantasies, anj
died in a wry melancholy way, while his famous
son was Btil a child. His taila was of mixed
parentage, her mother having Gascon blood, anl
she brought to the management of the family a

solidity of judgment and a courageous gajgtj
which were very foreign to her husband's na¬
ture. ¦

Assuming- thc doctrine of ktiadllj. it wonk)
Ml an obvious remark to say that Kenan obtaiijisl
his capacity for comprehending superstition from
his father jind his practical tendency lor inter¬
preting it from his mother. Hut thc theory of
heredity is cheap nnd easy, and it is worth just
about what it costs. May it not be tirat in Keuan
tho distrustful shr<*wdne-s of the peasant was

elevated to a trait of genius* For tho un¬

lettered, Ibg so-called primitive, man does not
he'ievo all he hears. He does not confide in his
own superstitions. He may seem to do it, but
his r**.'il attitude is that of om* who wishes to be
on the safe side. It is peaatbla, he seems to say
to hiaiself, that there is something in all these
sforiee that I have hw rd. lim is in me a sort
ot thrill at the sound of them which it mav Iv*
worth while to consider. This sort of BBCptlcian
is silent, lt meditates always within a given
round. But add learning to it and there j;-
nothing In the universe which it wig not scan
with a li.-enni'* of vlsi ,n an-1 ti vlgHaneo of ilis-
trnst ta which the half of un artitkiul civiliza¬
tion is sn utter stranaer. Tho characteristics of
tlie litter have boen summed up indirect)^- in
two or thro.* vigorous sentences hy K-nan him¬
self, speaking of two famous men. " In reality
Don Calinet and Voltaire," says he. "are the one

as incapable as the other ol tinderstnndinic any¬
thing about ancient history, thc* one admittm?
everything that i* written, the oth-r ieje-ctiiii;
everything ti* soon as lu* can feted a »in*le (law
in the ancient writings. The d**feet of each la¬
the same, and may lie summed up in their jn-
espneity to understand thc differencr* of the times,
and their fai^fre to soire what constitutes Um
maence of popular tradition."

Hut with Return's own vigilant perception, he
mii't have lieen more amused than his friends
at on ill nst nt i-n, of the origin of popular tradi¬
tion which is iteil in this volume. 'Arnon,' the
msnv explosions of wrath,*" says tho author,
"which greeted the publication of the Vie de
.Teens.' 1 rc-meml r a story hoing repeated at
the time which tmusod me much. It waft Mid,
I know not whether trnly or fals/ly, that the
clerav of Genoa, nnxious to depr-oftte tin* ungar
of Heaven, lind proclaimed a Iriduo. Th"
pe»asantry from all tho country round flocked into
the "itv. for tiny said, 'It is Ihe Triduo of St.
Kenan" There ronUy, by tho way, was a St.
Kenan, of whom his distinguished namesake gives
an esllfylng account in tho "Souvenirs.' ito was
an old gentleman, very powerful, but very Irasci¬
ble, and wiVn he died his neighbors wore sorely
gnarled what Ib do about his funcril If tiny
made a mistake, it miijht go badly with them, for
he was not given to stick at trinVs They BS*
semhlH neeordini.lv, nnd held a consultation.
when s*ime vir piptate travis had the hippy Idea
of proposing tb'tt UM Mig BiMMM be put on an
oxcart anti that trie, oxen shot-Id le> aUowe'l tu
pt> whe IV tiny |ile;i*eil Tli.s was don».' tlief
l**took thcmsi-Ives to tlo* tniildle of a fop-st, and
thor" tin* saint wus huried. rn'ver tg, troi)l;k'. any
more lue adi'i.ring hut timid devotees '' T^iat lu*
Itiiiisedf should I*** confused with u saint was ex¬

actly s"."h :in acjidtjut .is pjust li»\ e ocotim'd,
ovi-r anil over iiga inf iii uhti^ue ti_''\"%ccerding
to his interpretation ol history.

lt is rare tBat a man of deep lr-uning is also
a brilliant aad resourceful man of letters. This
daabla expertness ia Haaaa appears ta have been

a cause of astonishment to Mominson, who peruups
felt the contempt which tlie profound scholar
'sometimes e'herishes toward tkeaBk who have
merely tho gift of expression. But, if tin* youth-
fal environment of Kenan he taken into con¬

sideration, it will be Been that he did not have
ns much to learn as another might have had In
order to speak and write with racy originality.
He hail had his fed to around, il one may bo

express it. Naturi* herself is apt to teach tania*
tho best use'of language. It was learning that
furnished the mean*, bf which genius was to

work. It directed his efforts upon certain lines.
"'Later in lilc," says Sir .Mmintstuart titmmt Duff,
"'he thought that if he had devoted himself ta
biology lu- might in some ways have anticipat-d
Darwin.-' Wherever bc had gone for his material
his literary method could not nave been athel
than it was. But. as BMttera sttyid, tin* world
could ill afford to exchange thc historian of

Israel for another rival to Darwin. Kenan in

natural science would have had little or ii" nd-

vantage over others. His insight woiiVl have ben

largely an BCqalred faculty. Hal in dealing
with primitive life he dealt with something which
was necessarily part of himself, Th,* Baethoda
by which he was trained wen- also those tra¬

ditionally lit for ono born as he was. For
centuries past a gifted youth in his situation

I would have taken practically the same course.

lhere is, then. nothi"g eccentric in his literary
history to Invalidate his claim to bc studied on

Hu* merits of what he has written.
Tlie method adopted hy Sir Mountstunrt Grant

Du IT is extremely .simple. Tli bulk of his work
is an analysis, -which some may find BaefUl, of

Ik-nan's various writing*. Tlie chronological
order of these is fixed largely in th' authors
mind hy the fact that his BCqtMintattCe with

Renan l'*d the latter to send him the books as

they were i-suod. Those fragments of literary
review are connected by a narrative in which
the author relates the substance of many con¬

versations with his friend or arith others. Minv
extracts BR given from Kenan's own writings,
and some of the letters which he or his wife
wrote to Hie author. There will probably be
.-lime dillirencc of opinion as to the utility of

leaving all thea* passages in the original Fr-noli.
Those familiar with the language cuild have found
tip original easily enough. The frequent Blterna-
lion from English to French mikes anythin3 lik.*
a flowing narrative impossible, and it most be
added that the author's Eagliah sufTcr« sadly by
the incessant comparison which the reader is
forced to make between it and Ken.m's French,
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European thonght lay dormant in the Mi Idle
Ages. In thc UenahwBBce, say from the prim" ol
Dante on thc threshold ol the fourteenth century
to the death of Urn:.o on the eve "I the seven¬

teenth, ir araa reanimated and projected aa Incal¬
culable (Jistaiiea. aloag tho lines np,in which mod 'rn

culture is .still seeking*answers to tlc* problems "f

philoeopky. An estimate of the value of tbe
Banaiaaaaeg is useleas which does not distinguish
what was leCal and related to the tune alene Irnu
that whick eoduree In thc t**xturi* of the present
century hy virtue al B vitality which i* tseratlallg
a universal poBseceh n. It ht Beeeaaary to cue-

fully draw a distinction between the positive and
tho relative value of a work like the "Morginie
Magffiore,* for evan pie. For what ai'* «c In¬
debted to Pulcl t For a fit.* and precioua work
of art or for a rivulet of energy losing Iteell in
the great stream that rose among the beighta ol '

tho ** Divina Comtnedig." and flowed in i-vcr IB- '

creasing volume BCfOM the BotxipeaB plain until i
ifs Hood bent down the bulwarks of the papacy T

and bore tho Kcformation to linn ground/' The x

answer to this ap|X"irs simple enough until we 1

perceive tho difficulty af Identifying the nature
of Pulci's genius, until wc i-eeollect thal inti, ism
of any product of the Renaissance Implies crin
oism of the force underlying it. and that it ii in
tho pareeace <»i this force thal historiana are Most
Mystified. Ike late .lohn Addington Symond* 11
mitred in an essay recently published thal "after
thirty years of seaiehin|" he found himself no
nearer ta a Mtlsfactery explanation of the eau*?*
of the Renaiaaanee than at tin* earliest stage of *-

his laveetigations. Tin* Mast we can do with
those causes j* to approach them through BB ¦'
of tin* men of th- great era <d expansion, and by
striking an avenge pf the glimpse- obtained In
this way draw some approximate conclusions. Mr
Owen's volume is Interesting because it dla ntragi *

some af the representative figures of Hm Renais¬
sance, and in ike Muree of a wide and acute sui
rey of their works itlmulatC* thought on Ike
period af feiaMntation on. of which they nt se,

Dante, with whom Mr.- Owen begim Hs in-
gnrry, is hot, of course, tu be fleet ribed a r

from the Renaissance movement, Bm he pi**
figures and is linked te the Rraalsaanee In wari
that set his profound niedia"vali-m nt Bought I:,
him, beneath tha Iheologs ol kia lime, lhere
throl-ts the mysterious imprilar., the elusjv,. er-eruy
which was to prove the ".ita) sp nit Lo the re.

¦rival of learning that petrarch Inaugurated with
suth pi'vc-r. Petrarch wns properly the founder
of humanism Te him was dm* tlie return t
i lassie il literature, and tkraagh thia return the f)

renewal af pages aympathieaj and the atimulation ir
of free thought. Yet what constitute* Dante i ll
poet of the Renaiaanec is (kat in bia way ne '¦
is a greater hUBMnial than Petrarch, Ile be- n

quealban* tr, tin- foar*eeath eentary a work of w
which the Insight, fe panton nn,i th* lnt<*nsltv bi
af feeling for human Interests r,r<- removed by an di
immeasurable distenea from the higheai peak
which Petrarch ever genled, Ile wn I ., too, in
Italian: and although Ike culture which Imme¬
diately followed him was far more latercated
in Its I/itit.it.v than in its vernacular, bia BBB
of the "vulgar tongul*" was, \- the end of Im¬
mense benefit lo the peninsula Tree thought i-
the theiii!" ol Mr Otean's beak. More so than seep.
ticism, wo should say, Ifl spite of the title : for the
suspension af judgment charin (cristie ,,| the true
sceptic is hardly chainedristy- 0f (he n..n mfhamt
works lie traverses after leaving Dante. Petrarch,
Boeeaecte, Paid, Machiavelli, Qnieeiardlnl, Pam-
pona/zi. Kruno and Vunini. N ,t one of thine hut
was ii loyal servitor of the reason ns ogaaasd te
the inflexibilifii'* of dogma. \* t>i«- same time not
one of them hut was deeply convinced of tin*
logic of bia reaction Itfcey were nil reaetloeariea)
anti tkorangkly persuaded of the virtue of his rea¬
soning. Petrarch could ao te ridiculous lengths
In his refusal to lecept tho dicta of tho lawyeri
ami tin* medical men. Ile did not suspend judg¬
ment upon jurifi-jruilenoe. He condemned it out
right, and would have enarigned Justinian to the
bottomless pit while he elevated Cicero to a

celestial throne.
The precarious balance of the free-thinker* nf

the P' naissanee is partially exalutned hv theil
Bdelcaaance, partially kv tln*ir unfamiliarity with
ratiocinative mntbadi of Ikonghl Db Qufacte**
has rt phrase windi may lie made to bear Bp ni

their (ondition. No MBB can 1»* a greet thinker,
In* says, who is not a gra-at student. Petrarch,
I'ocraociii, PMBpeMBXl and Hruno wer,- students
nf enormous industry, hut the erudition of th<
Ki e. a) ssa nco needed te be more catholic than lt
was and to be digested nefare it nauld lie pro
ilifctlvp of perfectly sound r ¦Milts. )- Mr. Ow*M*a
Ins.-thinkers only ono, M-iohiaM-lIi, was pns **..*'.., |
if constructive ggaina. Of Brana our author is
¦iniiielliil to any that "the truth ... in*
finally obtains hy hg idealism j- so fat impeif<**t
iud indemonstrable that his highest knowledge
ronsjst*) in n direction rather than a goal, in
effort than un BekleVBUMnt, n perpetual stru.gk
hun a definite crownv.i rietary.*' Chis altar noe .

)f syminetrical and Bfllsnlllnillj duluc-d pillia- M
¦ophical formulae is one of thi* mot stilient plie- Sj
lemene af ilia Reaaiaaanoe. It it perhaps, due re

to the fact that so much al what was written hy¬
the philosophers of the time was primarily
argumentative, iconoclastic, and concerned tacitly
at least with the negation of prevailing l-edicts, af
dogmas prescribed by the church. It lg eaay to

say that tho burthen ol Mackiavelk'a political
writingB is anything but B eentroveray with tbe
papacy.Muck as lu* detested Ike latter and dc-

lighted Ib ntlriaing it.ami la the cnaa of a

transcendentalist like Bruna it is (lear that thc

wings of philasapby often carried the thinker ta

a apkere in which oantenipafBiy eecleetastlc_
t]u< stions ceaeed" le be ¦ factor of any great cob-

aeqaenee in the problem. The tendency, even

among tho Popes them-rives and among such
familiars ol thens as the scholarly Kendi,i. was to

separate philosophy from religion and to fa e

tin* proposition that then- might be two souk's

of truth. A. lon : as religion was left undisturbed
in its dominion by tbe gpeeulntlona of philaaophy
the Inquisition was I'oiitent tn lt the dktpul nits

of tin* I'niversitics go on with their harangues.
Kut it is not alone tho death of such a man as

Kruno .or Vanini at tie stake which points to a

conflict between thc free-thought of tho philos¬
ophers and the narrow teaching and worse pren¬
tice of tho church. Fruin fla* beginning one of
tin* elements of humanism that aro more than

merely conjectural is a revolt against the papacy.
It was a revolt provoked in croat measure by the

myriad evils of sacerdotalism. These prepared
the war for thc freer criticism of dogma. In

Itaelf th" schism ol 1378 was a terrific, blow to

tho prestige of tho Holy Soe. Tin* spectacle of
two pontiffs, each claiming a primacy and an

infallibility which by their nature could not be

divided, might have undermined l*clief and niven
an Impetus to free-thought in ;t far Ism cynical
ag* than tin* RenalaMBCe. How much more snh»
versi\c of thc authority of the chinch must such
a combination of circumstances hive been wbefl
tin* structure of each court was honeycombed
with vice! ft is au nperi i| nest inn as to wh'ch
was the greater Rabylnn, \vi.-imn or Rome

lt is an indication of the lack of penetration
v.liiih characterized th" Renaissance, in thc midst
of tho learning so gealously cultivated, that mea
neglected to lind the point "f departure of the
Roman Catholicism of that day from primitive
I hi Istianity, or lather that they did not snatch the
kernel oi tin* religina froM the dei'ilio.' shroud
in which it was enveloped. There were men

whose speculations were colored, as the Platonism
of Pico was colored, by lofty spiritual yearnings;
anl fnun Petrarch to Vanini the ann of every
.'¦;;i":s thinker was truth. Vet the tone of th"

Renaissance was not thal of Pico della MirandoU,
but thal of Boccaccio ur Poggio, ev. n in Pico's
time Perhaps tin" "Decameron" or the Ta-
¦vti.ii*" I* a aster auld* lo the essence "f themove-
mont whieh finally eave birth t , so Idealhrtie a

thinker as Kruno than anv one of the rarefied
treatises of the latter himself wi al Ihe Itenals-
mbcs hungered f"r wag liberty Tbe prodigious
elasticity of their actual life demanded for mea
i wbtor latitude if thought, and certainly rn-

laced a mi di (trester flexibility of conscience than

they were p"iii Itted un '. r fi." benumbing at¬

mosphere "f undi,ii'valiaiiT. Tltey found, it miy

lu surmised, exactly what l'iey wanted In llie
|-y*nse "f Posf.Io "r 1" ..- :i. i¦»: rind this license,
n the rebound, nourished free thought. Tn brief,
r rio' spirit of freedom, of audacious *. t- .: r-

itl"i! and comment, when it I* detached from his
inlmalism.which was tlie aeelelenl of bia ,

(nings u- close lo thc p'al significance of the m*n

arbon Mr Owen dHeti ira, The achlevemenl of
them all, to repeal m- words, "consist* In a dil
rim rather than a goal," if wc except th- j.try
>f Petrarch, the 3it.-r-*.rv style "f Boccaccio, aol
!... st.,i..ia't .f Machiavelli. It i- for fia re*.

o-i that, ti"*\ that they hav.* *orvr*,l their pur? *..

Moke Uki* the ** Decameron" or tl,,* " 1'a etise" are

.o much unpleasant lumber f'.r say bul ant.

laariai In^ .¦-*¦- atl .:

The «<Tvie.. of tte* leaden of the Renaisse I
i' ill/if cn .* us that they inaint.iinc.l a continua]
¦tnt.- ,f Intellectual friction, thal they r-r.d-r.-l

tupi,-siido the repetition of such stagnation a*

hat "f mediaeval scholasticism. Ihe reaction

rai sometimes carried t"" far, and we know that
iruno looked with passionate disapproval upon
om'1 phasea of huawnlsm II" felt that it tended
n esacafe fiom tlie ilogmaa of tin* fathers nf the
"burch only to be enmeshed In those ,,f pagxn
Iterator*1. Tkere i-. In fha*, something In th"
'oracious ¦.laasteiam of Petrarch which, f'.r ali n*

oini efiect upon Italian letters, will oct isionally
ugue-t a rorrespondence between him anl lbs
iHettante of modern times, who i* so fas Inited
v the uti111ne author- In his library Ibal h* f-r

ets t, look on! of the windo-v -ti I. Uruna i-

In* culmination "f a period of development wh
. ¦ht t,, classical literature it would be hud lo

nmpute. We cal! him t!.- culmination, ll
he Issi ch;,pier in Mr Owen'- volume deal* with
'anitn. ard recalls tha* ike latter wa* burned
t Toulouse nineteen years nfter Krui" was

urned it R m >, Hi. title t,, the list .rn i

rer, is a title of chronology merely; Bnd Mi

.wea would ha-ne given bli norh, a mr" felic!-
ms termination had lie either Introduced Vanini
"for.- Ih ino er i i i Ihe consummation of
ie .v. lan'i n.eleerie eareer The pantheism "f

'nniiii i- Interestln t, '"it it fades bel
¦lendnr of DrunoV pol lion of Ihe secri*! "I tiwi
iflnite II i- the *p! -n lor nt Kruno's iineculatlon
liich lilts him shove li- prc tit . ¦--. i Gtlie-
iardlnl, lo whose plet; Mr Owen eiipecially r*-

ara, bad ethli il sinew, and si had l*Omnonigtl,
also a daring thinker There i

reskadowing ol Bruno's Imperious dislrrlics in

ornnonarii'* shrewd debating, ol which Mr
"¦. n jives rm Illustration In au admirable Imxg-
iai. argumcnl between Poniponsxxl and AcliM-
ni ot Padua. Bul Bruno's Imagination trot

lor and n. powerful, Ida metaphysics took a

-ore subtle tun* and he gave rn .r.- of an up-
ard Itnpe-tO* lu |>l,ib-..lilli'- theoght th,III had

av of tb. kalin;- before him. Iii- Boering nu-

aelty anl Idealism mark the higbesl teach of

enabwnnce pblloaophy, anl areih* rich, -t legacy
r the latter to lhe apeeulatloB el today. ll"

iriii-h.'^ by all odds the best chapter in Mr.

wen'- book. Thi- is, in the Brat place, becauas
r the eharaetet of Ins wrk, nnd secondly, be-
nise of tin* incidents ol his life, A wide
availer and mllitanl wherever he went, bis steps
oin XaptCfl to Rome and then on to athel Italian

tl"-, to Franc-, Swit/eil ind, England nnd to |
cranny, wh". he eventnally returned lo ike
¦ntli. wkere ke died, are a sueeessioo of ex-

¦riencca which give tke narrative of his can*, r

i almoet romantie seeent, It i- Mr. Owen's
erit to have given his sketch of Bruno plian y

id anim.limn. All his chapters, Indeed, have
i interest springing from his pleasant treatmenl
r the nun ( oiisi'ii-n d, as Well as irom the ideas
.vstalli/.ed in the latter. There h naturally Mora
lilosophy tliari biography la his hook, mut

lilosophy 's not easy tending. Kut when it b
early wt forth, ai in iheae pages, which un

BO Ulled with reference, to pictBfUBI.M pei-oiial
H'S, lt is certainly net dull.

sion M
I had

WUITTIEUS COLOR SUNDNRSS,
Knowlton in Tha PMladetpMa lBa*Jb*er.

engaged n little MOM in Mhai wns known
Ualla Thaxter's i-ottsar Bl Appbagore; bul oa mv
.rival 1 found Unit Mr. Whittler bsd Ih.,-h .. mu,viii

ii,.* .pirn io m.lin' a trw gays' visit ti this
.i'l'iii'lc lammer resort, relying on the klmtnea ol
lends to iimi iini a quiet earner. ii wns un iuiv
.¦.',. io h'|v.- up my room to Wm, ana Mr*. ..alter
nilly Well i,neil nie to lien,.
hoi:, poe) -.uni pooten acre early rt-er.s, tat Mrs
Mater would n. breeatly Into tin- parlor in whit*
(.riling gown, l.rinrliig a wmliii ,,i blossom* ind
ll". Irom Ber gani.ui. Jlr. \\ Mi Uer w.miIiI tte .luina

Ike ufa. ateorb**. lu Ih* Issi ae- ,..., '.,. "K
algllng Uah sure |,, lae. folllill nine, Mr,. li,n xler's

_M i.nil,g the BBB*awl with lier langi full .f
arlan pnpplM, ol uuu-iail .lie .i,,< i,,,,.

"¦. '"

"An n't lin's,- Mtg**.!** afar exclaimed
*«*..*¦ ara* Mr. Whlttler'a quirt ii hub
hv il.. v«hi gBthet Hull, "".

I!

'. Bal

tJT^t^y;Xru*pUum- '"" V--vcr.

'I .U1,,V,e'i;1'''',,1 ,-.'r- VV"1""-'-: "".> v..., call ...,.V* brig.."*, iSa1^^ "^ mr; "*¦
Anti iii.*n v... rsauaeal thal Ih* i*o-t wus .«..- »

m£sm4m?.%^
Iv liTs f_u.k.POr.,.,drnW "' ,,is «"''*aM .ir.. SE
elmmmx" Ule *u* ^^^ ." lu part

AN INTERESTING WOMAN.

IHE MKTAMORI'H SIS OF MADAMK D_
KBUOEXEE

TIIK LIFF. AN1> U'TThl!-* , ,| MMK. DK KIMDK-
NF.lt. By t laren"* J "rd. "liv.,, pp., xv, ;ij.j.
Landon: a. and c. Bluet. MW-Yorg: Macmillan
<V t ".

In lin* toes of difliculllcs calculate! t0 p"P..-,..t n

reaUy |a t .titi, i-m of he* career, Mr. Far" bas arrtt-
teii ft. Hf* Of th* Halouia- d g| agett** « |,|, |, .., ,,,,., I|,
tympalbclk sad iMpsrtlal. 3be Ognm in lb* ids
lory ol F.urope.in so, hiv llrst as a .. Bundala*" of tbe
iuie-1 liin.lou- lyg* and Iii, ii Bi a Modern :-t. Billa-
(nill. The conirast between lur rartlcr and later
var- i- ii" greoter than might lu* found iii .a thousand
other ns** ol worldly nmUtloa aarceeded by rt-
pealance aid iptrltaal exaltation. Bul the author of
..Valerie" .uni iii* religious Bdvtser of Alexander I
wa: poasessed of a characl.*r whleli |. n,,i to be cor
redly deciphered by ihe light t,l familiar conversions.
.-lie na- a- iml'lU" In let' way as Mad nae (luyon was

lu ber*, willi Ihe latter rifted apodl* of quletlstlc
mysticism th* muk*, de Krodener of iii,. Qrsl riuar-
ler cf Hil- eenlury had considerable in tommon; bul
|,ii,,i- lo ber i'(.'em raii,,ii in i -c., BRd, f.r thal maller,
svea afi.r he loni deliberately dedicated bemrlf to a

rellgloaa Ute, --ii" Jusiined her claim apon tin' inter,
of posterity chiefly by ihe nerd.r a remarkable
pei-,,n il ((mini. In la r uh, i..r |>t.1,,tv> ner grace
¦nut originality resided her power to male an Impre-t
-inn upon let' rontemponri'.s. Without undervahtlng
ber beneficent Influence apon ide Emperor ol Russia
niui many others, high ami low: sitboul denying Ibe
goad effci of her charitable aral evangel! ile cam
palen-, li may be -aid (hal li I- mi her charm which
In pl.Ul.,-irv as li, !!.. .v.,,-, ,,- ¦. ,. jj-,. t||,>
ril'Kloii- /.«*n|,.t l'*ft no pen aruiu ni arl;. Tlie Woman
¦ un Ive*-.
Maw. de Kradener waa bon in i7.,i, at Riga, lu

Un- l!u--lali province i.f l.lv.,,l:,. ||,.,. ,:l,|..r- M. ,|..
WIHlngboiT, wss ii business m.,,, Bna* politician »f
Bete, sad "lieu ihe emerged from ber schoolgirl period
H waa i" eiii.r, by natural right, the bes! society of
her i,adv- town, lu h.-r alaeteenlh yesr -In- made
what masl b* eonaldered a brtUbBl marriage, lier
busband, Baroa d« Kradener, vg* wealthy, a tavortt*
of th* Emperor Paul, .uni wiihiu a >ear ol bis wed*
cms* day wai jii.j-uiit-«t Ami;, .,.|,.. ,,, ,|.* Venetian
Ba ul.ll.. Il- ara* al,, . geot and hind hearted man.
having a d-ir.- I,, .,.,',.,. ||, wir. |i:ir,pv ,,., ,.,,.,..
waa no more romarin' i. romposlttoa than In Hint
,.f oa* i'f ii:- own monJ lbs, and ii diii net laka Mme.
''" Kind.r long lo I;, .¦¦ . ,;..|....,..:,i and t, be
linen ely bored. -h. berlet aaa of sn ardent, romsntk
mm -, niinninai lemperanient, and would gladi) bsve
irsred mn* ol her hu baad'a dlgnltle* for the -ali" "f
a f*a j- ;.. -1. r* I,, r .(. -. M. d'- BtahlrtT, Ihe
V' Bdor»* ." n ttry, fri in love with her and
mig t have pr. rlded Hem. hut. fortunately, hi* waa nn

'¦: i- ible ri au and dlsgul rd bl* t" III .." Dat « hen, In
'::¦ "'!' Of a ¦,. ,r ,,, ,. !.,. , |:|. f v.;,. Uar,
to tl." r.mi.i v .it rotH-nlingen, ami Mme, il"
Krudi'i, ¦!¦ beg ,1, t,, « p. tl admiration >.'¦ lb* Dal h
rcurt, le- concluded ibal lealousy ..f l.'-r fnUowen

r. mpl iiiui '" tar, and :. po In
letter to rh.- Ami sdor, which al ¦> rnnle-. ed bl.

love, M. de Kind' m r' ai il":, wa U< il'j
m.nu.,,"ina'i\e. Blandly, and a-lth conflde-ai ia ber
ii' -. he ¦!,.. v. ,i tb letter tn li
This pr, robed nil lt tami ¦'¦ Mn
Kl nd ni r v Uh th' 11 ol \ ¦.

* ii cl< vcr a vi f
rn' ut «M. .i ¦. rlj ¦.¦.-. yuin

li I* i ',,i c ,.r ti, ,.'

iltfa t ie lin* rem I ¦. ni
'

., ':'¦'..:. he niel l,o

a. !. ...',.a; p\ f:.'. || opened her eyes lo n- v

pei lille*. I'p to tills tim* Ibo I Ihlliou ~
' I

'ii.:. M. d
Kni'l. uer, l*i 'hu- nlvi I) ber of I

<.f brr B< ip' :.-''i nail Into
tri, ..( bl de lite !.a|,jlr" .¦ Botlve

bdiembin.
I form dm. t of court Hf*, and

¦, :. i |ovi Uni and Intclhg ber a
;, Klierevct .-', \ Ul ¦¦¦¦ pr.

f. rr,.i i, re unconTe-ntlonal pl lire* than Ibi .¦

fielded bj .fin ld Briely. li." climax ol le r

viv:.. |l '. li. h li mi
In lc r

np-i r. bowl *.. r. . ould 'I uni" i '¦¦.

Ki r| auty.
-;¦¦ r. aa .'' on Hon '

.... st u lime
shea pun,¦tunitty *. - ., nrdl lirtui Wltb-al
ur !in«i ni . ¦, \. ||.,I at»"ii I ur.'i" mu! - ¦',.:. I.'"l

ibservei noa and ti,, if Ihe ||.depend*Bce of beg I I
,,tiBal .' .' I ¦¦' blngly. sh* anic

,,,_ i aa a lim ll ul waa

'ptquaute." and -'¦¦ .' '¦ ' be u tlmony !
r.\ *. 'i ... rt !.. r in.il-. !¦ I

r.-r, feirglvon and ihe enJoy*d ¦ octal irlumpli.
jj.. ,i .' .ail .-. iii Iput lon Mui". >:.

ki'. ¦, sr ii- tri hiped asps* lol,alu sn cul ln*m for I
Iterator*, >:..* n¦¦-t lienmrdlii de r-i. I'l-rr .

ind Jean Paul lte*hr**r. Iii I'm- ab* became th*M
Meed 'f Chsteaulriand snd ll**njnml,i t'oiistant. l»

Dm ag one ol '¦¦ Uenevi .*-.. ni-Hved
tito ii,i' Intimate cfHIe "( Mme de Wael.
Bbl celebrit) ii'."* ia'**" - "' -'"". weight In atlmu
sting ber own i»i-lrotbni* !.,. pun-lj r.,..|, >¦

mpidse ..f Mme. dr Kmdener'* character ll-n .¦' sll
,. rnt ol "¦' lt* a i-Bl, ve u ro»ui"d bj
niall, allon of \ :. rte" In 1B0*|, I bown
|.:,r!\ In ..-r u Ir-jiiili li for li..- Of I
stier, bte BdvertUed Ihe fort ming novel sith t

j.-ins niui rom pl icm j nd evi n di .¦¦ ended
-I'll !.¦ . folio* li-l

... |< Mi i ord i| " I* Irom M. Bj ui rd' .

f tb* aull "i I
.. ib<
mph

Purio.* \er,,! ,' , |, Il ¦;..;¦ Hil Hill Itt
Inn - for

Il ii ur
Hi" "I [.¦¦;,.

d< lie '" t.\ nnj
ll' |. i,WI In '." WOlllll

,...i ..

.' I'V
ol urrli 'i. 'i .'¦ deni <i
Mn e. .;.. Ni nih i"-r * nld
M^^R^E^^^mmm^^^Lt

I.. ';i...l"l,-,l'le shop-,
bawl nu Um.

iii Willi a |*olll
,,. Ile lr p. .vi

lui ir ii," ni
iuds,

ll bli iwl*dge ..I ll,- aril, I,
mil' gr*, aai I, mid i iii
f Uh

_j^^nUti ni lo
eek Iii,-

w i,,,\. I. tim- I'iruliliC iii ii
Vlllerl ¦

.Lal lu \. Ititi;
.nan' ber ben lue .i i' ni bi
,,.| ¦¦ |d .',.:,. ng U la ', ii!' n

I',ir BBCb rei Ihe 1 ooh -ns

j,i- i\ r.:ii| ( i. ile-nnlaiaiid I rm bant. ¦! arllh mj
^1 ii'.' wrote Mme. de Kradener, before th. wort
. h. eu printed. With ibe appe*aran r ,.f lb*
..lum.- bb ural ¦*..". r. il.eii h.! ."'"I Bil Fail
.I,,...i then** \\i,ii. they wit* at III ringing In Uer

Mm" .!. Kradener wa In "-Ired n. lum over a

m leaf, and lb* r* of her life wo* H\> on ¦

llgtov plane. B< tun lng lo her hom* In U\< 11

,,.. i.peri. n< I ¦ 'erl u .:," ', to Uer trorldl) iraln
f tbought. A young sun bowing i" ber from one

r ihe streets ol Riga was ut lhal Inslsni kflled bj
ii alia.1. ol in mt .ii e., bi is ful nnej pi r. rt
,.., mui iwlftaca* el Um il"« lerrllled Mme. -I"

nu len rr. Bb* begun lo feel Hie n-c-Hv for a

iij.-inii foundation '" bet rlurai ler, and In a abor!
in,, ii,mui lt Uuough lb* Bgenrj ol a cobbler t"

horn she had gone fer a pair el tahoe* and "1.1

mpat m pei. "f tniml iud loud ed bet Imngluaili n-

.¦ told her lhal lb* oarer ol his bappinr . a tbs
webing ol a rommunltj of Mnravlan hrolbers, "i|11
, tii.'in abe wen! foe Instruction. Within a abor!
me she am coii\"il'(l lo li.-lli ( lu ( hiitillliily. a

li,.f m, |e*a em. ti.iiiui mid unreserved than ber
tner brllef hi Hu* -t it i ll li > of human things. From
ic dat* of her c. iiVT-loii Mme. di hnnicm 1 '-

ireer presenla a cartoon spectacle, n b certain
mt, ii-. l»i* I"*'ri Mid shove, be* *aiiiU a an

.>iii;eii-i wn ii"i "' tostlag vaia*. li appear1
lite a- crt du i» .seme critics, Incladlng Mr, Ford,
ml -le* -as -lln-'l'.'. hut Hds ls nnl BU palen! IO
then, -lu* a|>|iear- I" hive he, "ii" a iel! B* rill'It:

..min. rtaHing nc Bk*, Improvng Ihe condllbm
tin- poor BS fnr M Bb* could, mui pr,.' bing

iiristtsnlty wlwreve* poariM*, In smbdb sad sal "f

/is,,n. Whether, bowsver, she beeaasB with malle*
lorethoughl tli*- mellier "f Ah"..md'r uni BOBgbl

dlr.-cl her nmt'illoii UMOUgh political cliaiiin I-.

rrehf riving * Ben larg to ber vanity, la b nuntloB
Idell lina BSUsed dllTel-*lii >' "I ol'liihui.
Ti,.- luci,, u >ir. ler.i has BMrahallcd them, ja. lo
(ive toot dl-lniep-stcdne-s. One coiiscpicnce of ber

llgloai fervor ,,:ls ll P*bifaJly seats rroBxalion of
a nii-.'i-i.-s iniiict'd upon the lower ela**** bj
ipoteoa'a wars- As Haw weal sn she nw, aa all
arans nw, lhal lb* iBrpem el Rassta waa destined
lead th* Bill. lu lluir coiiihllied iiuiveimiil sgabwl

ie Fr.n.h roaqaeror. ll wal te i-* expeete*] thal abc
i,nj,I ,|,.siri- tn *-¦¦'. baree In upon Inr iiuuiaicli Ibu
bbb ii,;,i f,.,,m a divine -.... alone be could "¦

ive tn,w.i- iii lift Ibe yoke from th* B*eka ul Ikon
mae safrrluga moved her ->> profoundly. As a

nrloi mid Ba a Cbrlatlan ah* Unrated le ni lb*
air lu the right path. Bk* wtahed bim io trlampb,
<1 she was CHIN lin ell thal he Ml,lilli uni di. SO will.

t ian ii in Oe*. Bj carrespoadlag aili ber
lend Mlle, si.nirl/.a, lady In v.ililiii* ls lb* Kin

mb, shs sm-.e.ii.''I ii. aaak*Blag Ihe Katatror'*
rtaatty, Th* Islter had wltn*a**d v.i»i» horror lb* «,

ii-uine of ih" Pleach campaign In Baasls. ""'j bs

ngr.as of Vienna bM ibe Branlasne* li gave abs M
rpe-neel hU fiilliiga «' r.-spoiialbilll). iin.l BBBB "" j wt

roundlug returu of Napoleon from .lba Us was lu j lat

a condition of aaxtaty which r.nly a spiritual crisis
could have allayed. At this moment Mm«. de
Krudiiier appeared upon tha seme. At night, in
lils ([iinrters at lMIMrrn, where he had paused on

lils wag to Ibe arny iii Heidelberg, she saw bim
alone, and utter ebsrgtog bim with his sins exhorted
him to turn to tied. The attempt wns daring, lint
lt was made at a hippy moment, nnd Alexander *c-

pled with tears of -linnu- and gmt lt nile the
ad mon lt lons of bia self elected gnlde. At h's r<-

Ojnesl sha follow, il him to IL Helliers, and later,
after Willeri'**-, lo I*nrla. At bis different head¬

quarters, bul most ot nil la Ike French capital, he
and Mme. de grades** apent hours in prayer and lu

stady of lbs scriptures, w-i conscience, if not bi
hi r keeping, was si any rah' endeavoring to recognize
the rules which sin* expounded, and lt was not Mr.

prising thal by all Ihe diplomat* la Paris ns well as

by society In geacnl his devotion la brr waa regarded
*.*,IMi th- genteel Interest and amazement. t'pon
the occa-ion of the i urn ii. review of Ihe Bassfan
Army aa UV Halms de Vertex la f***ptember,
i-i,. the Emperor <h' Ired her presence sad li noted
lur. In (hs words of Salute-Breve, "as an amhas-

Mdresa from HeaveB." In thc -ann* month ber In¬

fluence boro Its niosi -Igiiitlciiit fruit In Ibe drafting
of the Holy Al lani'. Then 1- m> nana to believe
iiiii Mir", de Kradener waa directly respeastb*s for

the production Bf thal remarkable dOCBMent. The in¬

ception mni lb* exeeatlea <>r nie nhcfae wer- elm- te
tbe Emperor himself, tel it was her teaching thsl l.-d

bim lo a spiritual life and which was rewarded al Issi

by this set ol aplrilaallsed politics, it set the esp-
¦ton* her carer n- fir as celebrity was com ci md.

Tin- Emperor left Paris In tha aame year, Wiih

BbseOM from lier tin* effect ol ber lu-1 lt"ifiori m ,n

wore oir. and flinn this Um* an ii her dntb, Mme.

de Kindener wandered ovef Germany, Bwltaerlind and

Cu sa, helping tin peanntry and preaching. >h.*
wa* neither Protestant aw B man L'stBoBc, hat
preached a * liri -timnit v drrived partially from or.eh

iii nh ami from the Moravians, la whom ih* swed
ber Mr-: glimpsn ol th* truth. Il wa* Huged by a

in v -11 !*- :n a lihh -he iir'W io -'inc extent from Ihe
writing* ..r Mme. i.iivoii. and In mad canter
neasur* from her own emotlonsl, ronuBtlc and im-

aginatIve Balun, r-iu- (Ormuiated bo philosophy ea>«
r. |ii thut npenfaan and virtue are sulllclent for ulva-
Hon. Th- <*. ndltlon of tbe countries In which she
.airied on ber evangelical lal*,!-, drew crowds of

mfferiBg nv-n aad women shoal ln*r and sh1- did them

good, ih" plod did ii t live Biter her. she wai a

Iran leal phenemonon. Yet her Ufa la well worth

reading. I

LITEliA HY NOTES.

Mr. Jame* Ferd Rhode*.'* bUtory of the i'nlted
gt itt - between 1830 and l--i 1- to he a much more

exciting and Imposing work than Hs author hud orig
InaHy Intended it to be, The valuable volumes Ul-
I'.uiv in prtnl -et a pac* which be* baa been compelled
to follow, and the wort will probably nil eight volume*
wi.impletc. 'Ihe t'ivll War will occupy two uf
He ni

Th* i¦le-.-raphy of the lit- slr Richard r.urton.

prepared by id- widow, win non be pabBihed. r-ir

l:i hard'i dlari* and private Journals have l""ii

ni ly used in niahlng up th" two hug* volumca
of thia: work. Lady Burton I- also bringing obi a

ri.rid edition "f her husband's writing-,
:,n the author'* manuscript, convctloni and note*

I in edition. Tb* tir-i iwo voluBin,
"mi.lining "'A l'<r-"iiil Narrative of ti Pilgrim
\i M i'Ii-i ih mid M.-, ib," viii appear In -laue; ai I

Ibis »1|| be follow-I by .. A Mission to delete, King of
Datmni

'i i'll in i».'.f. Oh*rles li. Ti. Roberts, shout
'.. publish s iew I.I, nf verse under Hie Uti. <t

"f iii" t'nmmon Usy." Mr. Roberta ha* ami**
.' h .'esl Mime reaiiv rharmlng Un -. and

lho»* who watch.usually with little hope for poetry
i< >*ri .. th. name, viii have pieassnl antlrk;alloni
i.f i'd- routing volume. Bal why did be nol cboon a

heller title I

The hr ''ni' inrv of Hi" llrrh ol old I/n.il" Walton
n. be celebrated in England on th* Bth *f Ango t

ext. The -jr-.t i- BUfront. Representative* Irom all
ihe iv ..-li angling clahg are lo attend Ibis tn rry-

ri,, re i- jn-1 now a revival "f the N'apoleon craze

ii I'.,ri-, aud authors, playwright* and tlu- auk*n
.i bronie tn the bape sf lang inkstands

... . arc *H occupied with lue dlmlsu-
Ive figure ol "lbs titM Baoaaparte." On* ParlalsB
oilertor is aid to poa*. - th, ii-.iuds of steen repn-
rntlng Napoleon rn differealf. aspecM and attitude*.
d. Mrdou la to pul on lb* stage aexl winter a play
ti «.'.nh ihe Emperor i- to appear. Alphoase Daudet
ian long intemplated tha pmparaUon ol a booh In
.v'.i ii N i|H.i.s>u jrlll i*c atudied from a pun ly Southern
rsolnl of view- a- .. ,,n ol thu-' Boalbero nature* lu
ir,i,ii a,,.i a- a moral being I- -Imply absent.** Jain

ir, ".¦ writes of th* Corsican In explanation of Um
r> --ii' i ra.*' I lils man who I il a inti ti lo ilaUghter
ai,ila- gi".i lu ItfUirmort because be gav.- li the

..iln..-! Ibin** ni e.uili. thc mooka of glory."

Mo literary mea detnl Ibe bmbbs! tabor of
i :i !.. recorded that ai least one writer

I In lt. Phi .¦¦ the tat* Mba Addta pl n
e.'noni Probably nol n ny, evan among bia moat

id. have r> illa <l thai in aboul
w-ftiij year* Mr. Symonds brought out a total ol

i, ihlnj volume*, uer counting his magnxlne
ind ni p 'i'.

.¦ ,,f Lafayette aili ml the forthcoming new
"l.ir..* J ll, l. riteve-ns'* **Fai Imlb ol Manu-
rrlpt '.a I'.iir.p .m Ar.blve* relating :.. inierlca,

. .Ill.-p'-poti.;. !.,.. addi. -..!Ii th*
1'ergei ., an,i i-xten I- lr au 11 br irj.

April, IT--'. Thia volume ia lb* - wntm alb

l .. mik on i ie Hf* and p ill. ophj ol a. fin -¦ a

tl ni m b 'i Me rt. Vf. i. lin ri* aud r. li. r inborn
irj i" a preparing, haa b**en framed front material

li rived fi" ii lographli il pap r* (I bj ai ol) or

uni lied bj bl daughter, Hr*. Pratt. Matter baa
., i. eu drawn from hitherto unpublished papen of

lr, I. ii i. "U and Mr. Thoreau. Without al ..ll prc
,:, ol lt I ut i lab lo tay thal Mr. Alcott'*

mi a* a
" -:'.'¦¦ va targi Ij In v' -- »r bbl

bil ad bl ii quin menl .. and thal i' . III han i\

worth wall* ia the luturc lo nuke bbj mir. i.bx

_

Kngtlsb erith Br* ordtally wein,mini- the new and

rs,!uulii ,,.iiij.ieie .¦fiiiioti ,i m.. Mary ul shrewd old

laster I'is'*- -. Mr. Mynora Bright'* nilton wa* nu.ie

blrflj '.n;. ih.' lelsare Ol an Invalid, aud 111 <

eau ind Ignoraan ol the lubjecl* dealt wno in th*
iiu> i'd i..my deta-i't* in in" work ul deciphering J
nd unnota ting.
At one of th* recent awetlngi I in* Baaloo la-own

lg icu Mr. Natani I Isabel! Dole ram to lbs
.-e.ii ibe Idol against the charge ol ol,-nulty. Mr.
.ol., beltcvt-d ihai every j.i mu-i sacrtBce eith r

.ii-.,, ur sound to a i.ri.iiu degree, and Ihe Beccaatty
emphaalxed bj Ihe paarl!) ,i rhynn for Ute

"iii- poet a mui uar oftenest. This ls lugenloua
od li.nougb, perhaps, sa applied to -onie varieties

poet; bu: -m a theory might bc used with reason

i lining away with poetry altogether. Ii i- a leal Bl
ie gnmleal poe) thal be dora nol .¦->.,. the rn- madly."
lr. i>..l" further remarked lhal one'* Aral though)
mi Browning bad Mcrtflced aoaad n. sena* more tann

Imosl any other poet, I- corrected when one -unties

is woiin'iiiil range ol wurta and mastery ov« i.>im. |

Cu* wonhippera of anni her author namely. Master
nen who have b.i loudly Instating on their tin,,ry
i,u ibcir inru's play* ar.* ail symbolical, cannot, sad

.-av, agn.n .my OB* psrtlcalsr ijrmboUaM tar say
ie particular play. To tbe ortlnarj mind* af Ihe
napprerlailva Worm- who do sol Join lu Ibsen Idol-
ry, thia fa would teem lo lavalldate th* theory.
, "The (London) Bpcctater.* say-: "To Mani those

Im an* liol of Ibsen's following willi Mupi.lliy noiaUso

ley cannot fa lunn a meaning upon which lila fol-

nen themselves ure nut agreed ls n very doubtful
av of strengthening the dramatist's reputation. Thc

rora school weald do helier to Inn thc** symbeRoal
callings alone, and devote their defence lo IhBM
. trill*- wiih wbteh their master*! warh i- pleatlfally
rlaklcd, and ol Wkteh the meaning ls not obscure."

DR. HOLMES TO THE St HOOL CHILDREN.
.un Tb llo-toii Journal.
cur good and genl.il Autocrat bad alway, i'j,
uliy of doing a graceful Hiing In a grace!ut way.
.[ Un* i.mst illustration* ol ibis mcally ls ii..

iier io -uni" school children. Who wrote lo bim, ut
i. suggestion ol their teaiinr, io axprrs* their opinion

I,"- Ulal Lent." which they nmi la'iui atuuymg,
bis reply, Dr. Holme* wrote:

-.I uni pad (<. be tailal thal 1 have written what bu
11ructed and gratified you. Th* poem calico Tin*
isl Leaf' was written sixty-three years ega, benn
il nf i.iir father-, and Mime of your gm ul fa thor-,
.ie la.rn. I nm ahn.'-t the In-l leal of uiisclf ii.w,
t I am glad lo he reminded tint th" ire- of life-
full ">r young leif buds, which win *BC**d tu ib-*
Bsblae si tin* twentieth century, shea un* bomb ia
dei I um billi clingiua - agora ol lu bul year',
eat le*..**

ICELAND.
A COUNTRY BETTER THAN ITS NAME.

Reports of distress in Iceland are again current,
and are acain coupled with a rumor that the en-
tiro population of the Wand will presently emj.
grnto in h body to some portion of the North
American Continent. The former top.,rts are nroh-
ably only too true. For B number of yi irs the
prosperity of the ancient province has iv-n waning.
There has been a succession of unfavorable ee^.
sons, and the fisheries have not lv-en as productive
as of old. Then, too, many 'if tho strong and
lusty young men have raSUgxated, rfdneihg serious.
ly the work-inn force of tho community. .rj)e
population of th,, inland Itai for Miine tim*- been
docroasin-j. still there ar.? nearly 70,nnn people,
remaining, and there ., not ,., tho sajtfBcje of the
globe a mnr* infensely loyal and IWtfffetfta p-ople.
Tliey aro re;,ny chauvinistic They will not for a
monent oonooie that any ether laml Ban eonipare
with theirs in attraotiven'fs..

leeland, in fact, ja not hy any mean- la fnrhid-
dins a country n» its nam.* impli ¦-. It is no moro

a land of ice than Greenland is a land ol verdure.
It, is not nearly so cold as many place*, in the
I'nlted States, not to mention the CanudttM Do¬
ini rr ion Tiio fifty and f*i\ty ,b*urees below aero

registered every winter in the n -gthWreet Territory
and A-sipjlmiri. and oven th" thirty-live and forty
he|.,w experience! _ Montana uni Northern Dn-
kota, ar.* unheard of in Icefand. Neither is tlie
other evtremo felt, of great heat, such bs tlrse
very regions of North An<*T|eg endure. \* foe-
larder knows wltat a temperature of a hundred 1n
th.* shad" is. Tiler? aro no sudden flu-t nations
<r urea! Qteaeea, The sliMBte ia remar'.'al'lv
lonih'.e. .\ vari tfion of thirty tianen in B month
ii probably not on record in the island. The eli-
tttate is due, of cours", to the r.am-* MHU*! that pro-
d'tens a similar eflecf in tlie British Isl*-;., namely,
the Gulf Stream. This crMt Beean Berrril wa-hog
tho southam and western ihoreh of leeland, and
Boeureg it a mild winter anl a balmy summer.

There "tc- gtech-'n bi tho (stand, ..' coarse, hut

thg* form no icel-orgs. Tho sea ground th * island
is never froren, nor indeed is any float in| io-, la
floe* nr h. run. ever seen, save on ran* occ i-dons
on the nor'l.ern coast. Now and then, |g summer,

prolonged storms will carry tenting ice gecagi
frum tho Greenland coast, and drive ir upon the
northern shore of leeland, tasethet with .'obi totr
and rain. In this way polar hear-i are also mnne-

fim.-s landed on the island. Ob th" ot li i lund,
tho winton ar* so mild that thunderstorms often

occur in tlvii. In f.iet, most of the tliunder dorms
in Ic-lind BIB in thc winter ni'uiths.

Agriculturally, Itownvei, tho elfanate of leeland.
ia Icm fBviwabtt than that of Manitoba. Hie
'irnnnr is cool r. and vegetatloB therefore matures

len rapidly For that reason ir is Impoaeibie to

i;ro*.v any grain there, sum* a spcsln of ants. Carn,
wheat and rye ar,, .mt of the in -ti tn. Ta' cin-

tcnts of tin* veretnbl* garden are also limited.
I'.,in "t.i s an pumpkins, for example, Banned, be
r-r'.wn nor ere fruit tp*es and grape vines to lie
seen. The chief .'arlen products ;,-.. potatoes^
rabl-oges, csrrots and turnips, gil of wlileh crow

great lux iriaivv, Bad are of excjehVnl inality.
Hie only tic* is the birch, whleh only renehan a

hoi.ht ot t *n or twelve fret. Iii* the ehief erop
i- grass, 'lin* Moist climate favor* it- grrwfh,
and t!i" Island i- thu-- abundantly supplied with
both pasture and Meadow landa, Then .sustain
great tloi'kra nf hemed ahesp and heeds of eittie
gad ponies, or all al which greet Bambi rs ar" an¬

nually exported to Soiland anl ol-ns-lioi-o Fi->h,
wont, tallow, feathers, sulphur, eider down nnd

shark "il are also Important items ot fi»r.-i-_-'i tra I*.
An important indi; try of th" Lslund Bewadajfl ld

tlie entertainment «»f s mimer tourists, who l-ave
:i great deal of money behind them, and. hy a©-

eustoning the blandei tu mtei.ur-e with tho
out .. wi il I, l,"!p to rub il tlrir aiir-u! tntir-s. and
to moderate tho Chauvinism which, tho i.ii a most

hamlen character.tie <>f the natives, has ibu©
not a little to retard tlie prognn >>f one of the
kindliest and most enltlvnted rue ¦ on the lae of
tho earth. Tin* majority of tin* tourists ,1, not,
however, ko inueli further than Reykjavik, und
from there to the Geygen and back again. It Ls

this part of Iceland, says a recent writer itt "The
IrOndon Sta**.,Inri." which i* are*! familiar to Kia;-
lighmen, who forn the bulk of the v_itara, and it

is hom tho people in this southern district that

foreigners form their opinion ot the f"lk at large.
I", r-alitv. the Icelanders as a Whale aro bettor
than the samples thew seen. lin y may not In

other parts of the island spca!; English with such
audacity, or be iMU-fellowa-well-Baet, a* ia thc
mai-i street af the little capital. Bot in almost

any part of the inhabited district.- tha aearteaug
visitor, especially if he pesssM a little Danish,
may lind thc utmost liospiialitv, ami h's" eager-
iiess to mah* the most ont "f Bin than th" pn*e-
ruce of tho foreigner ha*- so npMl.v developed in

simpl.'-iuinded S'iii'dinavii. I.\<*n if tin* " reiser"
i- Ignorant >.f Danish or [eglandle, whleh is tlie

1 f"i*n "f Nor-.., he will seldom be reduced to the
language of si^us. a "Kandtdnt," fteeh from

Reykjavik Callage, or, it map he, from tho 1'ni-

venity nf Copenhagen* will talk t" him m Latin,
md-ss he tn iv have groWB too rusty to fcaep up a

"liv, rs.ttioti in any dead tongue, or. thanks le the
< oneal vatisin of mir public schools, ho pronounces
ila- ancient speeeh s» itrnngely that he i< for*-*-! to

converse for an evening in tho "praestefBurt.* by*
rxchaaging remarks with hi- host in writinc.

li*c'..m I has always been a land <>f learned men,
and to this day erudif-* lcd.inderi mai h:*. found
in almost every university of Europe. In no

country is a scholar liol I i:i sa iii-,!i eeteCBB. Tl*
t' uri-t is conscious that the resp*Cl of iii* farmer

Inst rises perceptibly when in* learns that the
ntranger ia a "student," and. if lie only gtayg keig
'Bough, th.* .'pastor" will he gent f'^r to diiaC'MiraB
with, and possibly sample the '.uulity of. th**
" lauri Hider" win. is known tn he a t'amhridi*e
lector, or a professor in that sneient uni\<T-*.it.v
tvhleh has liven :i home to one of tho luiist'e
learn.. I ceintrvmon I".veil the " pullman" jud
tin* "passman Bad. tee Ila* inst time, their nn-

iisti-.muisli *d dersjrren hold in some esfeoin. Danish
ia, of course, known to mos! of tl'" better educate*]
colanders, BBd both German end Rnaibrii an* grear-
lng moro general bumbo, a people, all af whoM .'an

rind and write. A gunce ut tinny a filmer's
ItO'ikaheif will he a revelation tn tin* tourist who
liss not mad,- hims-If ac lUainted willi tic history
>f this Isolated braneh "f tho Sc-»ndlnaviaa». Ia
i lilt hen which. s» far a* Mat*.al eomferts are

liiiii'rned, i*e Intflior to thut of many ;i Hritish
sbi'ier. he will iliscover i man, much pool"! than
ho English yoenao who linda th* 'CoMuieto
farrier" and BB almanack mflietenl for lil- intel-
ectunl nutriment, tho owner af works on history,
.ci'iicj .ml philosopby. Northern publishers _1-
v:iys rncko*i on a steady Mile foi .my new book*
n leland, and soarefiBMB lim! it Bfolltable to
iring out Icelandic translations. These ti an da¬
mns an BeUoM novels, but treatise.* ,,u niturnl
,i » iry and other glMtruse subjeete, anl g reeenl
isit ir to tho remoter patts of the islam! wns sir-

ris.vi ta lind ainon.r the pennants' littl* llbrarkg
enlons of u work wKten, in th* l.tii-li-'i oiiginaL

>. ;is hy no m*ens it (orton** to i; publWrer. A.
rople of this eharaeter ought to He a vnlusMg
icquisitton to any country, lt weill b* cruel to
sk them t.i stay af hume if they BBB better th-ir

,i,.iri,,i ly 'i.iin* abroad, thou m. at the MUM
imo, no om* would eare t;> see the lani "f inc
likings and tin* Hagnnren deeeeted hy the Imbi of
ts people.

LASDMARKS IS Tt'.vo.V DOOMEH
Vein Tin* lyr.gtfeM BepaWcan.
.r.ie litkinc of ihe honan mi Tn* ci-i sib* cf tha

tn te house for Hie costly Male hon-. l"arii I- really
he tlrst move for the occapattoB "f <h*- PJ»_ °J
t.ncou HUI for Slate nnd city purposes, and lt would.
.ve been restated by auny old Boitontan* bad they
raked up lo what wns k<°..u. on in Ihae to ma**
hilt we call here lu boston a deiiioiisll'i'lon. ah*
i*xt assanli will b.' upon tin* building* in tte so,uare
*yoad on itoiieon-st. towsrd hnaeraet. to rieav ibo
ray tor tin* new .itv hull. This nano! '»¦ bhms tm*
nr of coin*,., bat ll will tn- begun hrlplil ind early
ext season, and willi a rtgBTOU* gash U lb* rapid
ransli coinnils-loiiei-s provldisl tor tn thc bills ut
isl before tin* House ihould deterarlo* os th.- rn calbst
lh*y route fur an rlevaled rallioit. w'ich .m- through
he pres' ut city hull. All tims' barnies a'.t te
reta or proposed, Involving the rccui-truotlon of
..ilu.ihle aeeUona of tin- older part »f tl"' lawn, dla-
arb ami distress niiinv rltlseBS, m I have heforo
ii M. These nr.- clllrens. tin), who sn fully alive te
ie interest of tin* cltv. neither "sentlmeatsltets ¦ nor
ld fogies. Hut thew' are lu the inltioiilv alni I bey
innot check Un* onward Movement, Ike prevailing
l»*iilon appears to Im> that nconstraetlOB uno enlarge.
tent must come sn,.r or later, mid I hat now, whee
ell-illgested pbms lire Ml|T|.'esti*<l and we aro

rosperous. ls the lime tb begin the work. Mnny
.o Hf e-iaei lull-, liken with ll'C Iden of a urnnd
weep or public bulldliurs on the bill, composed of th*
*W Statehouse, cltv hall and court-house, with open
[Mice* between th.u, Uiat they may bu displayed to
dvantage.


